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looks the rendezvous of Nahnnugra, where the last and great battue was to take
place.

On the morning of the 25th, the hunting party returned as far as Dubok;
whence we proceeded -to the koudi, from which we were to take part in the hunt.
The name "houdi" is applied to small embattled forts, built as hiding-places
for the hunters. They are generally placed at the entrance to a ravine, in order
that the guns of the sportsmen may command the entire gorge. One was comfort-
ably installed there; sofas having been prepared for the Eana and his guests,
and refreshments, such as beer, champagne, iced lemonade, &c., not forgotten.
Shooting from a "houdi" therefore is the least fatiguing way imaginable of
enjoying sport Behind each sportsman are stationed two shikaris, who preside
over a regular battery of guns; one of them is occupied in loading, while the
other passes the guns to the hunter as fast as he requires them, relieving him of
those which he has already discharged.

The houdi of Dubok occupies a charming position. Shaded by a group of
trees, on the edge of a deep ravine, it commands an extensive view of the plain
and the Aravalis. The beaters who had preceded us, had ranged themselves on
the heights of the mountains in large numbers, leaving to the denizens of the
forest no other way of escape than that commanded by our guns. A great
hiibbub was sootx heard in the distance; a clamorous sound of gongs, trumpets,
and tom-toms rose from the depths of the jungle. In a few moments a loud
crashing was heard among the brushwood, and the first herd of about twenty
wild hogs rushed bewildered into the ravine. The effects of our fire were
apparent directly they came within range. A few fell dead on the spot; some
regained the mountains, .while others, with more sense, continued their course,
and were lost to sight on the plain. At the end of a quarter of an hour the con-
fusion had become indescribable. The wild boars were crowded by hundreds in
the ravine, and the fire from the houdi thundered uninterruptedly. Jackals and
hysenas mingled promiscuously with the boars, the shooters occasionally bringing
down one of them, as they rushed past, maddened by terror. One panther, with
more caution, attempted to scale the rocks, and thus avoid the houdi; but the
stratagem did not succeed; and it rolled, pierced with balls, to the bottom of the
ravine, amid the joyful acclamations of the Eajpoots.

At length the beaters returned, and the hunt was over. We descended into
the nullah to count the killed and examine our game. Th^ sight that met our
eyes was indeed frightful; the animals lay one upon the other in hideous disorder.
More than twenty wild boars, about fifteen jackals, hyaenas, and jungle-dogs, and
one panther, were the result of an hour and a half of hankwa. Of all these
victims, the wild dogs interested nie the most, as I had often heard of them, but
till then had never seen one. This animal is of the same size as the jackal, which
it greatly resembles about the head; but its fur is shorter and of a pale-red
colour, and the tail is smooth. They collect in large packs, and pursue antelopes
and deer, which fall an easy prey to their cunning and agility; but they never
attack a man. They are not known ever to have been tamed, not even when
taken quite young.

The beaters constructed litters, on which the dead animals were piled up, and
our party re-entered Nahrmugra in triumph. To celebrate this day, the Rana in
the evening gave us a grand dinner at the palace. The entertainment was pro-